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Carlos Santana
shines his light on
the pandemic, the
protests, and the
healing power of pot.

By Patricia Miller

The legendary guitarist Carlos Santana is
renowned for his unique sound and a legacy of
best-selling albums. He's sold over 100 million
records since his 1960s debut, winning
numerous lifetime achievement awands,
Grammys, and accolades. But this soulful
musician fsn't resting on his laurels. He
continues Lo tour, create new music, and
headline a multi-year residency at the House of
Blues at Mandalay Bay Resort and Casine in Las
Vegas. Recently, Santana expanded his brand to
offer Mirayo, a line of cannabis products
produced in partnership with Left Coast

Ventures,

His current musical collaboration with wife
and drummer Cindy Blackman Santana is
focused on celebrating the diverse sounds of
blues, funk, jazz, rock, and pop. A recent release,
their rendition of John Lennon and Yoko Ono'’s
Imagine, is donating 100% of streaming profits
to WhyHunger's Rapid Response Fund. The
fund was established to combat the gul:ul
hunger crisisthat has only intensified as a result
ofthe COVID-19 pandemic.

When Cannabis & Tech Today connected with
the legendary performer, he was nestled in his
Hawaiian estate, enjoying some downtime from
what ks, by anyone’s standard, a jam-packed
schedule for a 72-year old entertainer.

His voice was kind, with a playfulness
underscored by his sensitivity and passion.
There was a thoughtful enthusiasm to his
responses and a soothing energy that seemed to
radiate through the phone line. In this exclusive
interview, Santana shares his soul. He discusses
how he is grieving the loss of his brother, why
the Black Lives Matter movement is usheringin
anew wave of consciousness, and how cannabis
has always been part of his cultural and spiritual
identity.

Cannabis & Tech Today: You moved to
Hawaii just before travel restrictions were
instituted in response to the pandemic. Have
you been using virtual communications to
connect with loved ones?

Carlos Santana: Yes. We've done a lot of that.
One thing that | learned because my youngest
brother passed... 1learned that | don’t need
ATET and Verizon to connect with my mom
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and dad or loved ones who crossed the portal to
the other side. It's important to believe, In fact,
this whole conversation is about believing,
trusting, accepling, and surrendering to the
spirit — because when you do that, you're not
stuck anywhere.

C&T Today: 1 was sorry to hear about
Guillermo [ Santana’s youngest brother|
passing away in May. That must have been so
challenging while being isolated from others,
but it sounds like the physical distance didn’t
feel like a barrier to you.

CS: It was challenging because | wasn't there
to bring comfort and hug my sisters and brother.
I have four sisters and now, one brother... | had
two brothers. But at the same time, [ have
learned to accept that I am closer now to my
mom and dad and to my youngest brother
[Gu.i]l:n'm_lurgc Santana). | immediately
visualized my mom hugging my youngest
brother, kissing his hands, and feeding him chile
rellenos and enchiladas and tacos [ laughs], so
my imagination is very active and very vibrant
and very tangible.

C&T Today: It seems that despite the
distance from fans and loved ones, you're still
finding ways to connect with others. For
instance, you're presenting a virtual
commencement for the UCLA Alpert School
of Music. Do you think you can relay the
same message virtually as you would in
person?

C5: Yes. | love to encourage the students who
just graduated. 1 always tell them that 1 look at
their eyes like shining diamonds with a promise
to fulfill — that we will sculpt this planet and
life into unprecedented heights of beauty,
elegance, and excellence.

People need encouragement; people need
validation and encouragement. People need
hope and courage. There's too much on every
channe promoting fear. I find that to be very
boring, predictable, and pathetic. | don't like
fear. I like joy, and this is what I share with them:
go forward with joy and change the world.

C&T Today: Do you see a lot of parallels
between what's happening now and the
political/ social climate of the late sixties?
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CS: Yes, there are [parallels]. The hippies are We were able to, as hippies, look at the future C&T Toaday: You mentioned using cannabis
alive more than ever because hippies believed, and it became like a wave that all of 2 sudden you as a meditation; how does the plant play a
before alot of people believed, that we can didn't see fora while, but just because you don't role in your spirituality?
coexist with unity, harmony, and have fun with 2 . & o )

th t doesn't it’s not th 3 . d
colors and music, and celebrate. You know what o o e lWel] i S
— until it almost reaches the shore. This is the consciousness. And most people who are

1 miss? | miss the love-ins that we used to have, 9 { PR 4 . digaiiiahepiiing Taluuen #loned
h 1= dosed th sand had tie-d wive now, this is the wave the hippics knew,
WAk plopladiant i iz them like those horses that have the blinders on

in Central Park, so they don't get spooked by
trucks or cab drivers. They put those blinders
on their eyes so they can only see straight ahead.
The opposite of that is when you're not afraid

shirts, music and food, and smoked some the seventh wave of collective consciousness

weed... as a meditation, of course, awakening,

and you're able to see the big picture...

Everyone who experimented with marijuana
or peyote or ayahuasca or other things, their
music was different. You can tell who was a
square, with all respect, and who was aware. Soa
square is someone who is, "Me, myself, and 17
and doesn't see the big picture — the collective
highest good. Aware ig, you take a toke and its
like: "Ooh, ah!” You get to see what we saw at
Woodstock: that we can bring the Berlin wall
down and we can bring governments d own, like
Yugoslavia, Crechoslovakia, Hungary. All those
oldest nations became transformed by the
multitude going through a change, like what's
happening now.

And what made it happen? Consciousness

S8 There's too much on every
EhaHHEl prDmUtlng fea r I flnd awareness. You don’t have enough bullets to
that to be very boring, predictable, Sootall s, youneed 1 ot h wespos

. down and either join us or step aside. And that's
and pathetic.”? G B gt . W i gt

< birth to a whole new planet through collective
consciousness awakening. We saw that, being

hippies, a long time ago in 1960,

C&T Today: If psychedelics played such an
important part in your awakening and the
spiritual awareness of your connection to
other people, why did you decide to leave
psychedelics behind at some point?

CS5: Because | needed to understand
discipline. I needed to discipline my ego. A lot of
people were abusing their bodies with alcohol
or this or that, and I felt that I needed to
discipline myselfto attain the longevity that |
have now. I'm 72 and | feel like I'm 17, When
you see our band, a lot of people our age don't
play like this, with all respect to them.

- =
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Alot of people are rubber stamping and just
going through the motions. We come on stage
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like a thousand lions, ready to tear it up, in a
good way. S0 one thing that | gained by spiritual
discipline and also the knowledge of having the
hippie experience, i | have a double whammy of
awareness. Now | can light up or not and 1 arnve

at the same place...

That's how [ look at peyote or mescaline or
marijuana. It’s an ingredient to expand your
consciousness, to see beyond the indoctrination
of being a wretched, little, nothing, sinner.
That'’s the wrong frequency, because it’s what
Bob Marley called mental slavery.

C&T Today: You've been invalved with
social justice issues since the sixties and
there’s an intersection with social justice and
cannabis. How can the cannabis indostry
become a more equitable space for the
communities of color that have been
disproportionately impacted by the war
against drugs?

CS: All the colors in the rainbow tell us the
same thing. There’s no conflict there. It’s been
what, maybe five or six years since they opened
the door to cannabis in Colorado? This new

door that opened up the will, it’s not only to get
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hir_]L but it’s to become aware of our collective

consciousness in a different way.

In the future, we will be able to bring
restitution and solutions and cormect the
mistakes of the past with Black, Brown, and
other people... especially with women, because
women of all colors have been treated not nice
by the macho mentality over the last thousands
and thousands of years. I'm happy to say that 1
can see the big picture and 1've seen it in the
future, everyone will be treated with equality,
fairness, and justice — but it takes awareness.
Who would have thought that taking the toke
was the beginning of opening that door of

AWArENICRAT

C&T Today: What inspired you to create
your own line of cannabis products?

CS: Well, the main word starts with an “H.”
It's about healing in any form, in any place,

anytme. It's about |"_|;'1=_||15, .|:*r|115u15 relief from

pain. Although ['m learning lately that painis a
signal in your body that is announcing change.
Sa, wherever you find pain, it's your body
telling you, "Change.” Change your mind,

change your destiny.

Like my mom taught me, she said, " 1f you grab

this marijuana, this big chunk of marijuana, and
you put it into this jar with alcohol and let it sit
there for a while, then you can cure rheumatism,
arthritis, and pain in your knees and in your
bones” 5o my mom knew a |1||15 time ago that
it’s a medicinal gift from mother nature to

humans and we should use it wisely. <



