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MOVIES Whoever killed Laura Palmer dldn't do a very good job. She's back.
MUSIC Emmylou Harris and Ricky Van Shelton fiddle around.
THEATER The life and good times of a cowboy philosopher.
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friends Bill Graham and Miles Davis are
anything but departed.

The spirits of the influential rock promoter and
the great jazz trumpeter, both of whom died last
year, touch everything Santana does — from his
new album “Milagro,” dedicated to Graham and
Davis, to his current world tour, which includes a
stop Saturday at Shoreline Amphitheatre in
Mountain View.

*“They are in my dreams. They are trying to get
me to do something and to see myself,” the 45-
year-old San Rafael-based bandleader said
Wednesday during a telephone interview from a
Santa Fe, N.M., hotel room. “Both Bill Graham
and Miles Davis represent tenacity at its fullest.
They didn't finish an agenda, and they want me
to finish it for them."”

Simply put, Santana feels he must keep Gra-
ham'’s social conscience alive. That seems an easy
fit for a musician who has played benefits for
everyone from Nicaraguan earthquake victims in
'73 to the survivors of the devastating Loma
Prieta quake in 89,

But it'll be Santana's commitment to his music
that'll be on the minds of his fans tomorrow night
— one that Davis'
memory helps to
make even stronger. mm
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That's what has
kept the Jalisco, Mex-
ico, native's music fresher, quirkier and more
vibrant than that of almost any of his contempo-
raries from the heady days of the '60s San Fran-
cisco rock scene.

As it has spanned the decades, Santana’s music
has also spanned countless genres and styles,
incorporating rock, jazz, blues and Latin and Afri-
can rhythms. That distinctive Santana sound has
found its most assured expression in years on the
four-month-old “Milagro," Santana's first release
on the Polydor label after a 22-year association
with Columbia Records,

“The new record is a nice bouquet of every-
thing in my art. If the roses smell better, it's
because of the pain from when Bill Graham and

See SANTANA, Page 22

Carlos Santana dedicates his music to the memory of late Iegendé Bill Graham and Miles Davis.
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Santana: Growing and moving In music

H SANTANA
JSfrom Page 3
Miles Davis left,” he says.

“That is what made the music
more effervescent,” he adds. “I
start laughing and crying at the
same time. That's when music is
at its real best.”

This desire to keep his music
moving, growing, stretching has
been with him since childhood.
When he was 8 years old, San-
tana traded in a violin for a gui-
tar and abandoned the mariachi
sound of his musician father to
emulate the styles of bluesmen
B.B. King, T-Bone Walker and
John Lee Hooker, all of whom
remain strong influences.

In 1966, he formed the Santana
Blues Band in San Francisco,
eventually playing the Fillmore
West and Winterland and then
bursting onto the national music
scene at Woodstock. From there
he went on to record his classic
album “Abraxas,” a monster hit.

Not content to stick with a sin-
gle, popular sound, Santana spent
much of the '70s expanding the
Jjazz influence always present in
his work. Those years produced
ambitious collaborations with
guitarist John McLaughlin and pi-
anist/harpist Alice Coltrane, wid-
ow of sax giant John Coltrane,
another Santana idol.

With the next decade came
more refinement and exploration,
this time further into African, In-
dian and American Indian
rhythms. At this point, Santana
considers his sound “world-beat
music,” and defies anyone to try
to slap an easy label on his work.

“Bill Graham said my music
was spiritual and sensual at the

same time. I think there is room
to do both at the same time,”
Santana said. “Music can be uti-
lized to transform, to make hu-
manity evolve into a higher con-
sciousness.”

Maybe that consciousness has
helped him sustain a solid person-
al life while pursuing a successful
professional one.

In a business where the stars
change spouses as often as guitar
picks, he and his wife, Deborah,
have been married for 19 years.
While touring, he breaks up his

concert schedule to spend time
with their three children — Sal-
vador, 9, Stella, 7, and Angelica
Faith, 2 — sometimes bringing
the whole family on the road.

Or maybe it's a pronounced
lack of ego that keeps everything
on track. His audiences have
grown through the years. And in
the crowds that come to his con-
certs, there's a distinct mix of
generations, ethnic backgrounds
and musical tastes.

“I would quit music if I only
saw country-and-western people

or Hispanic people or whoever. 1
play music from the heart and for
the heart. That way I don't have
to be put into a cage,” Santana
says.

“The other night after I was
playing, a lady touched my hand
on her way out. She started cry-
ing. She said, ‘Your music
touched me like I've never been
touched before." That's it. That's
it. You want your music to touch
people. Then you can come home
PJ':)d"go to bed. You've done your
job,

Harris: Meeting and singing with heroes
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W Where: Shoreline Amphitheatre,
Mountain View, 1 Amphitheatre
Parkway, Mountain View

W When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday
::“mnmso reserved, $12.50

B Call: 988-2277, (510,
(408) (510)
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