JAGGER? PLANT? LENNON? YOUNG? COCKER? STILLS? DYLAN?

Which singer have 30 top vocalists picked as t_hg World’s best‘.’
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' BYRDS/COOLIDGE
MARMALADE
SABBATH

talks to
the NME

First British interview!

HIS Saturday, Santana will be making one of their

rare British appearances at the Odeon, Hammer-

o A A " smith, where all the 7,000 tickets were sold out with-
[{HRN ‘I‘ 4 out any advanced publicity.

1l - o NME’s Nick Logan saw their concert in Paris and Roy Carr
met up with the group at last week-ond's Rose D'Or Festival
in Montreux, Switzerland, when, for the first time, Carlos
Santana and various members of the band broke their pledge
of silence to speak to the NME.

Now tum to Page Two, for this exclusive report.

ey

CARLOS SANTANA: Picture shy but caught by NME's
man on stage at Montreux, Switzerland, last week-
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“ SANTANA MUSIC RELATES TO SEX

NMExclusive interview by Roy Carr,

oL"%) you ain't doing much —  this style, Funnily enough I don’t became more Latin In it's con-

531“ . know how we came to get such cept.”
Having witnessed three con- a distinctive sound, for as I have In the foreseeable future, San-
secutive Santana shows in two already said it just kinda hap- tana intend to persue this direc-
- days, superlatives become mean- pened. tion ever further. This prompted
lingless, for one seems to get “One of the first tunes Weé me to ask Carlos how FerSonaIly
transfixed by the music to the ever rehearsed which featured jnvolved was he with Latin

t where you just ride along the congas was ‘Chim Chim  music.

ither 1 . e with it. They have that <Cheree’ from Mary Popins «Oh Man, I'm really into it.”

ITbmWDUIdm:ﬁhar t*d:t'ma ‘:r{ gluuzfrr]emnts ofa d"ee“? sexpﬁumnil‘iit? ;2: iaboctt(l): tg:: I:ceﬂ%irllon"y brougtg; indefinable magic essence which which was played in 6/8. We was his reply as he rm:!'rkledn obac'k

to :liacleaim lr!"leomenia;ﬂe lln:?h it is presented with a 'subtle sheer joy and "personal _satis- 3:13 ::1:}31 B»rve:sni 'Itmﬁ:e::?rﬂzx' uusf:e “l'lfl?;gsoo'me——mo;ﬁddenf;mﬁ Andeforth ﬁ" mf ﬂlmh'd £ %“I: !
] ; y i I en't played wit

that Carlos Santana is a damn ScSiure. Not the bump and grind  faction of making good music. but just evolved naturally about "el Ll play a

ke ; routine of, say, the overtly camp
fine guitarist. He is one of the ; » o But not for one minute will four years ago.
e ed with a highly Stones, or the mow you see it- they allow themselves to be Gregg along with bassist David

mow you don’t exhibitionism of  yjoled nto
el S S playing against their B found ber,
distinctive style that sets him Flasher Jim Morrison, but plain, will. They chooss (o perform It was wa ta him by revear thelr

Expressing the wish to play
with such doyens of Latin music
as Tito Puente and Ray Barretto,

miles apart from the ever simple esoteric insinuation. whenever the spirit moves them this led him to relate a story
s 2 origins. :
multiplying plagarists. Santana set a trend without .4 Friday night was a prime ex- 'E‘W‘hen we -started the band abg%n::e?legage_rﬂgsle:.

. realising it,” commented Coke,

Carlos doesn’t speak much t ! > ample. up we were into playing real
except to joke or pass mumbled tms:t%?:;z ;.::‘i,m:as l"ﬁ’g::’; For it transpired that they hard blues and rock music. The
pleasantries — to the Press he  ho semi-permanent dep for the Were enjoying their stay in congas had always been there in
doesn’t speak at all — but this  gjjing Chepito Areas. Montreux so much that a last the band, however it was to be

Is not to be misconstrued as in- minute decision was made to some time before we evolved

this band of Soul Bro
were really into this afro thing.
Now can you imagine this...he
went up to one of the drummers,
tapped him on the shoulder and

dicative of aloofness. It's just - hold an extra concert before Sat-
that Carlos prefers his music to New traII urday’s official opening. With said, ‘ Listen Man ... you're outta
act as his own official spokes- little time to advertise nl?:e event CARLOS time.
man. Continuing in his fast mongrel |4 was left to the word-of-mouth ~ SANTANA
However, the indiscribably Mexi-Frisco twang he said, “Hey  grapevine to draw a large crowd. haciratann Heavy
relaxed atmosphere of convivality Man . = until Sanata CAme along, As If this wasn’t enough at Montreux
that env the entire Rose People’s ears just weren’t open .0 = ot U be seen on Saturday Phew...can you dig it, ac-

D'Or De Montrenx held in the to what he's putting down. He's H
opulent splendour of the Casino made a whole new trall into ‘l:l,.ml:' ‘l!oc‘:?emilTi‘clier:u“ jammin
on the mist covered shores of Latin music . .. I mean you only “M e his.”
Lake Geneva at the weekend have to look around and see all an . . . tell you this,
made both Carlos and the other the rock bands who are now Carlos began, as he sat enjoying
members of the band momentar- Using congas and timbales in & drink.
ily step from behind their cloak their line-ups. Santana mad‘e.
of anonimity, to just sit and chat these instruments popular again.” A whore
without any applied pressures. Making it a point to avoid

Not one to mince his words, being trapped in the personality “I'm a whore . , . if 1 like you,
Carlos is as direct as his music. cult, Santana have become much  then I'll play with you.” A sen-
Cocking his head to one side respected international pace- (iment colourfully elaborated
which reflected a twinkle in his gsetters purely on the merits of upon by organist Gregg Rolie,
eye he addmitted: their music . . . full stop. the band’s organist-vocalist,

tually saying something as heavy
as that to a Soul Brother. It
could well be that later this year
we’ll do a concert with Tito and
his band, now that is something
that I'd really dig doing.” '
Though Santana the band,
have only been in existence for
just under four years, Carlos has
been involved in music for much
longer. Born into a poor Mexican
family 23 years ago, he first
started studying the violin at the
age of four under the watchful

“] guess that it would be true Though on stage they mes- lgoner. i
to say that all our music relates merize their audience, they have “We get on so well together,” g{:gjgcfn aoffaﬂhalcshi tl:;!l;de'r WO
to the sexual thing. no preconceived visual image — . jqded, glancing at the others “When I was Just into my

“Yeah ...likeeh, .. n'nklné which pleases each and every .5 "ot S0o oimd the table.

music is just like making love,” ome of them — they wouldn’t i s o A teens, I played bass guitar in§

some local Tijuana night clubs,

he continued with an ropriate  want it to be any other way.
ma ich lrallal ntana love in this band. Again it's all and to help the family out I also
ugh.cf. Y:'.‘: build to a cIl’:::( & niaphmmm:‘s;ﬂ:e w:r;ehg‘f’etl'l:%s: down to emotion and feeling.” \gor}ked in a Tlck-Toc{ (a Wimpy
A ar).”

it's all down to true emotions.” achieved so much more than This prompled Gregg to
True, there is no denying that they ever anticipated, yet are reply. “ You gotta enjoy it — if
basically Santana’s Latinesque still motivated by the prime you don’t enjoy what you're

His fourteenth birthday found
contd on page 21




SANTANA

(Continued from page two)

him in San Francisco, the year
was 1962 and Carlos was just
playing with some friends before
he teamed up with Gregg and
David to form the catalysis of
what has become one of the
most successful and respected
bands of this generation,

Conga drummer, Mike Car-
rabello was also a charter
member, who split only to return
to the fold. Like all the members
of the band he just happened
along.

“] was just hanging around

the beach doing nothing before I
joined the band. 1 dig it . . .
because we’'re not into that
whole personality trip. The kids
dig us just for our music and
that’s fine by me.”

- views

Santana are a cooking band,
with an internal rapport which is
almost telepathic in its con-
ception. Even their most wildest
moments are performed with
taste and precision, yet they are
loose enough to avoid becoming
mechanical, tending to underplay
as opposed to overplay their in-
dividual roles. :

Again it was left to Gregg
Rolie to give a summation of the
band, when he stated: “It’s not
so .much what you play, it’s what
you don’t play...it’s the spaces
that count.” :
~ NEXT WEEK: Exclusive inter-
with the two new
members, 17-year-old guitarist
Neil Schon and Timbale star
Coke.
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