TRAVELING WITH

THE BAND ‘.

part of the Santana
organization since 1990, but in September of
1994, the universe bestowed upon me a great
gift; the opportunity to get out of the office
fora month and work on the road with the
band. My prayers were finally answered.

to be the record company
liaison in Europe during a month-long tour, 19
cities in 31 days. The band was touring behind

theirnewrelease at the time, Brothers. Twas |

dealing with Carlos' ever-changing press

demands, which were many, and seemed to

) change by the minute. While people think

that it's glamorous traveling with a famous

band like Santana, I spent most of my time in

| hotel rooms or on the bus. I can't tell you
what Manchester, England looks like, or even
London, but I can describe the hotel rooms in

| great detail. I have photos too! I affectionately

| called this tour: Planes, Buses and Hotel
Rooms. [ also met people that I will never
forget - particularly the fans
first thing one gets used to on the road s the
bus. From everything [ could tell, this is a
great source of male bonding, for it's on the
bus that you spend hours and hours together.
(Did I mention that I was the only female in
our traveling party of 18?) You learn certain
things about everyone: who the good
shoppers are, who knows the great
restaurants and fragrance shops, who
smokes on the bus, ete. This was also the
place that everyone tried their jokes out on

| me (Twas the perfect target, not to mention

september 95

Q captive auadience ke The Timie Chester triedt
to convince me that Naugahydes are actual

animals, from which we get the vinyl-coated

fabric. music system

| with him everywhere and was always

| providing us with an eclectic smattering of’

| tunes on the bus rides. We would hear

: recordings by Jimi Hendrix, John Coltrane,

| Miles Davis and other favorites of his. They

| were playing constantly, as well as the latest

| European releases. Whenever we arrived in a
different city, Carlos would immediately head

| out the door for the local record stores. He

| was always checking out the music from

| every country we visited.

humorous one - everyone has a ‘'schtickand
the biggest jokers tend to hang together; Karl,
Myron, Billy ~they're all comedlians. Any one
| of these three could be a stand-up comic and
| make a good living. ['ve never laughed so
much in my whole life; [ spent half the tour
| with a stomach ache.

7

This 3 CD or 3 Cassette box set celebrates the Heart, Soul and Spirit of
Santana. This stunning collection includes a lavish 64 page book
featuring reflections and song-by-song insights from Carlos. Also
contained in the book are career-spanning liner notes, complete
discography, musicians roster, band chronology, and historic, rare and
never-before-seen photos. Comprised of more than 180 minutes of
music, this collection features many of the band's and Carlos' most
memorable and enduring songs, remastered for superior sound
quality. Collaborations with John MclLaughlin, Booker T. Jones, Vernon
Reid, Larry Graham, Olatunji, Kim Wilson and the Fabulous
Thunderbirds, Wayne Shorter, Josef Zawinul and John Lee Hooker are
all rcm‘esented along with two previously unreleased songs.

Check it out!

is an extremely SYMPHONIC MUSIC OF J[M[ H];NDRIX
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15 Sep Sacramento CA Cal Expo
16 Sep Concord CA Concord Pavilion
17 Sep Mountain View CA Shoreline Amph
19&20 Sep Los Angeles CA Greek Theatre
22.& 23 Sep Los Angeles CA Greek Theatre
24 &25 Sep San Diego CA Summer Pops Bowl
28 Sep Dallas 'TX Starplex Amph
29 Sep Austin TX Erwin Center
30 Sep Houston TX Woodlands Pavilion
2 0ct Memphis TN Mud [sland Amph
3 0ct Atlanta GA Lakewood Amph
"Welcome back." ; 4 Oct Raleigh NC Walnut Creek Amph
\ : Oct 6 Atlantic City NJ Mark Etess Arena
Oct8 New York NY The Paramount

We landed in Lima

We were met

tribute to three guitar players who were major
; l"l’——é—'_c_—!‘—"_m influences on his music: Wes Montgomery, Gabor Szabo,
and Bola Sete. The video includes rare performance

That was the last .
footage by each of these great guitarists along with passionate commentary and msplred playing

e Dy Carlos which demonstrates their impact. Iinciudes
by Carlos and Chester Thompson of ‘Apache and Stripped Me Naked. Available at your
local music store or Note Service Music - 800/628-1528 x215,214 or 305/620-1500.

July 19
Some of the headlines
July 21
Newspaper headlines
In the words of
I was fortunate

Saturday afternoon

€= (Carlos, Linda and Myron ) road stories involve Karl. You have to realize that

funny things just seem to happen to him or around him constantly. There was a spot in the concert where

}\dl | Lhmwx his sti d\x !Ngh into tl)o air, mid-song and catches them again, without missing a beat. Well, Il never forget our last concert in Vienna, during the song as
Karl threw his sticks up, Carlos started tossing and catchin g his guitar picks, the monitor man, Louis, started throwing a paper maché pear, Chester started juggling a

“Cardboard synthesizer, the wives, girlfriends andolhur» OW Members were su pplicd with about 200 bread s ticks and at a dosxgndu‘imomom on cue, everyone
standing on stage threw whatever they had at Karl. We threw our bread sticks high into the air so they would be sure to land on him. He thought that they were real
drum sticks and was ducking and trying to figure out where they had all come from. The look on his face was priceless and you can only imagine what the stage
looked like by the end of the show. It was so funny, and as usual, Karl never missed a beat. 0 Poor Karl. One Sunday a group of us went sightseeing
together in Paris. Off to the Eiffel Tower we went. There was only one slight problem: Karl is afraid of heights. But none of us knew it. As we were standing in line to
purchase our tickets, he started making excuses like: ‘Well, maybe [l just meet you guys down here later-go ahead and [l be sitting on that bench over there when you
come down." And it went on and on. This ‘excuse making went on for the entire half hour we were standing in line. Finally, Myron locked him in by paying for his
ticket. ‘Come on," we all said, ‘it be alright, you can hang onto us."Well, once we convinced him to do this, we wondered ourselves if this was a smart thing to do. We
started to get nervous, but he was really such a good sport, although he couldn't take a step without holding onto the beams of the tower, and couldn't understand
why the tower was always shaking. He felt every quiver. ‘Did you feel that?! Did you feel that?!" He looked really ill. In the meantime, the rest of us were attempting
diversionary tactics. We turned into babysitters - we took turns talking to him and reassuring him. Actually, it was very cute, we all became so protective of him.

Anyway, after he'd had enough (he lasted a good half houir), the rest of tlxmn(muoﬁlon mtlwtopol the tower and Karl made his way back to the bottom and met us
S CREENPE/ | down below. We thought he'd be upset we'd taken so long,
but he was happy and content to be sitting on solid ground.
work and a grueling travel schedule,
going on the road was absolutely one of the most
memorable things I have ever done, nhot to mention a whole
lot of fun. I'loved meeting people from all around the world
and going to places like Poland, where we were received so
enthusiastically you can't believe it. The band had never
played a concert there. You can't help but feel like a goodwill
ambassador when the band's music is bringing joy to so
many people. For this experience I am forever grateful.
-written by Linda Lalli




