MARCH NEWSLETTER

News on Carlos

Carlos started the new year with what seems to have be-
come tradition. ..a benefit concert, “Blues For Salvador”.

On January 23 Carlos was joined by Chester, Armando
and Orestes from his band and the Caribbean All-Stars,
Jerry Garcia, NRBQ, Bonnie Raitt, Boz Scaggs and the
Tower of Power, in a five hour musical feast. In addition
to the advertised guests, Wayne Shorter also stopped by
and sat in on one tune.

The concert was a benefit for the New El Salvador
Today Foundation (NEST). The proceeds from the con-
cert were used to provide humanitarian aid for those vil-
lagers returning from exile in Honduras to their homes
in El Salvador.

The concert was a financial success and a musical
revelation.

The very next weekend found Carlos playing with
Wayne Shorter, Herbie Hancock, Marcus Miller, Hiram
Bullock, Bob Weir and a host of other great musicians
in a tribute to the late Jaco Pastorius.

This was another five hour night of music performed
at the Omni Club in Berkeley.

In between these two historic shows Carlos joined the
Neville Brothers for the filming of a concert in Jamaica.
Also on the program were Ziggy Marley, Jimmy Cliff,
Third World, Chrissie Hynde and Toots and the Maytals.
You will be able to see this on HBO later this year.

Carlos has given several in-depth interviews. The Guitar
Player and BAM interviews appear in the January issues
and the Downbeat interview appears in the February is-
sue. The Guitar Player interview includes a Soundpage
(recording) of “Blues For Salvador” and Downbeat
includes the musical transcription of the solo in “Bella”
If you are unable to find these magazines you can write
to the back issue department of each one. There is also
an article on Carlos in the Japanese magazine Young
Guitar, in the February issue.

BAM Publications

5951 Canning St.
Oakland, CA 94609

Guitar Player Back Issues
20085 Stevens Creek
Cupertino, CA 95014

Downbeat
180 West Park Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126

Carlos participated in the Grammy Lifetime Achieve-
ment Awards ceremony playing with B.B. King, who
was an award recipient. During rehearsal B.B. made this
comment to Carlos about his tone, “Santana, you not
only have a great tone, you have a grand tone.” Needless
to say Carlos was pleased

This show was aired in December. In the final edit
much of Carlos’ solo was cut, but believe me, that night

live, it was great!

I know that many of you have heard the rumors about
the original Santana Band reuniting for a record and a
concert tour. .. this is not true. Carlos spent some time
playing with the original band members in December,
but nothing more is planned.

Notes From the Band

Alphonso Johnson is in Italy filming a video with Italian
singer/drummer, Tullio De Piscopo and will be in Swit-
zerland playing a jazz concert date with Dizzy Gillespie,
Stanley Clarke and other European jazz musicians.

Alex Ligertwood is performing in California at various
clubs with his group “City Section”, which includes
David Margen on bass. Alex also plays with a group
called “Go Ahead” which also includes members of the
Grateful Dead. He is soon to be in Europe performing
with a French jazz band and will be touring during June
and July.

Music Book

The long awaited music book is here. It contains 15
songs, music, words and guitar tablature. It is published
by Cherry Lane Music. The cost is $12.95. If you cannot
find it at your local music store, please write to Cherry
Lane directly.
Cherry Lane Music

PO Box 430
Port Chester, NY 10573-430

1988 Tour Plans

There are no confirmed touring plans for 1988 as yet,
however there is a very strong possibility that Carlos
and Wayne Shorter will be doing a five week jazz tour.
The line up of musicians for this historic tour will include
Alphonso Johnson, bass, Chester Thompson, keyboards,
Ndugu, drums, and Patrice Rushen, keyboards. The
concert dates will be primarily in Europe with a concert
on each coast in the United States, including New York,
Pittsburgh, Toronto and Montreal.

New Releases

CBS has released the single “Bella”, from the “Blues For
Salvador” album, on CD, catalogue number CSK 1011.

Carlos has recorded with keyboardist Clyde Criner on
an album titled, “Behind The Sun”, Clyde is a jazz musi-
cian who first recorded with Alphonso Johnson and has
played with Max Roach, Dizzy Gillespie and Archie
Shepp. The album will be released on the RCA/Novus
label in March.

Carlos Quote

“Whether you're doing it in the bar, the church, the
strip joint, or the Himalayas, the first duty of music is to
complement and enhance life.”



