Dear friends,

Santana is now in the studio working on a new
album. Carlos and other band members, Graham
Lear, Chester Thompson, Armando Peraza, Raul
Rekow, Orestes Vilato, Greg Walker and Alex
Ligertwood (yes, 2 singers!), are writing new songs
with a volcano of energy. Jim Capaldi, formerly with
“TRAFFIC”, Alphonso Johnson, formerly with
“WEATHER REPORT”, and David Sancious are also
contributing to the new Santana album. Hot!

Carlos is also working on his next solo album which
will feature live recordings from last year’s European
tour. It's something we're all looking forward to,
because everyone knows that SANTANA “LIVE” is
magic!

Congratulations to Carlos for again capturing the
Playboy Reader’s Poll as best Pop/Rock Guitarist for
1983.

During December of 1983 Carlos returned to
Mexico for the first time since 1961. He and his wife
took along both sets of parents and new son,
Salvador, who was then 7 months old. It was a very
meaningful trip for Carlos, an experience that affected
him deeply and contributed to a greater understanding
of himself. He visited the house in which he was born
in the small town of Autlan. A day of journeying to

this simple birthplace of memories filled him with a
sense of awe and an overwhelming respect for his
mother’s dreams and determination that moved the
Santana family to the United States. He saw what a
courageous move it was (and an auspicious one since
it brought us Carlos Santana!) and how it has changed
his life for the better. All of this represents to Carlos
the positive and subtle way God’s Hand sculpts all of
our lives.

TOURS

At this time SANTANA is planning to begin touring
in May on the European continent. We will send out
schedules by April to all our European fans. To our
U.S. fans — well see you this summer!

SONGBOOK

In answer to the many requests we receive about
SANTANA music books, we are happy to announce
that we are in the process of compiling a new book of
selected SANTANA songs with photos and Carlos’ art.
We'll get it to you by the end of the year.



EQUIPMENT

Since many Fan Club members have requested
information on equipment used by the band, the
equipment engineers have compiled the following list
for you.

CARLOS SANTANA/GUITARS

Carlos most often uses the following guitars:
Yamaha SG-2000, custom-made by Yamaha with
mother of pearl inlays on the neck and body. The
strings used on his Yamaha guitars are made by
Yamaha and are the following widths: .008, .011,
.014, .024, .032, and .042.

Paul Reed Smith custom guitars with vibrato. The
string used on his Paul Reed Smith guitars are custom-
made by Paul Reed Smith and are the following
widths: .009, .011, .016, .024, .032, and .042.

Carlos uses Yamaha white nylon large, triangular
guitar picks .030” thick.

Carlos has a pedal board designed by Steve Cain
and built by Christopher for remote control switching.
The sound effects used include a Roland DC-10
analog delay, Mutron volume wah-wah pedal, custom
tremolo unit, DOD chorus, Echoplex, and a Yamaha
Octaver. The pedal board controls the sound effects
and the following three separate amplification systems:

1. Boogie Mark 1 amplifier switched to 60 watts,
powering an open-backed Boogie speaker cabinet
with a single Altec 417-8H 12” speaker.

2. Boogie L 300 amplifier, powering a closed Boogie
speaker cabinet with a 4-EVM 12" speakers.

3. Gallien Krueger 200 RG amplifiers, powering a
closed Boogie speaker cabinet with 4 12” Celestian
speakers.

CHESTER THOMPSON/KEYBOARDS

The keyboard amplification system is made by
Peavy. The following keyboards are now being used:
Fender Rhodes electric piano, Yamaha CP-70 electric
piano, Wurlitzer electric piano, Memory-Moog
synthesizer, Prophet-5 synthesizer and a Hammond
B-3 organ with 2 leslie speaker cabinets custom
modified by Keyboard Products in Los Angeles.

BASS

The bass guitar amplification system used at this
time includes a Yamaha Pre-amp, Crest power amps,
2 Hardtrucker closed speaker cabinets with 2 15”
EVM speakers in each cabinet for a total of 4 EVM
15" speakers and a separate Hardtrucker speaker
cabinet with 2 12" speakers.

ARMANDO PERAZA/PERCUSSION

Armando uses 3 Latin Percussion conga drums, 2
congas and 1 tumba. The drumheads used are thin to
medium width with a preference toward a medium
width. Armando also uses Latin Percussion bongos.

ORESTES VILATO/PERCUSSION

Orestes uses Latin Percussion timbales and
timbalitos, Zildjian cymbals, Latin Percussion Hickory -
drum sticks and Remo clear Ambassador drum heads.

RAUL REKOW/PERCUSSION

Raul uses 3 Latin Percussion conga drums: 2
tumbas and 1 conga. The drum heads are Latin
Percussion medium heavy. Raul also uses a Latin
Percussion surdo drum with a 20” Remo CS drum
head. He tunes his low tumba to a “G”, his mid tumba
to a “B-flat” and his high conga to a “D”.

All of the percussionists play an assortment of hand
percussion including temple blocks, wood blocks,
tambourines, whistles, bells, chimes, checkeres, guiros
and anything else they can get their hands on!

GRAHAM LEAR/DRUMS

Graham uses Gretch drums, bass drum pedals and
snare drums. The drum sizes change from tour to tour,
but on the last tour Graham used a 22" bass drum
with a single drum head, 12” and 13” mounted rack
toms, 15” and 16" mounted floor toms with drum
heads on the bottoms of all tom-toms, Zildjian cymbals
and Vic Firth “Steve Gadd” model drum sticks.

.Graham sometimes uses a Jamison snare.

Hope this helps you!

Thanks for your continued oneness with the
SANTANA Band. Watch for the new album in May
and have a wonderful Spring!

God Bless —

SANTANA FAN CLUB
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