SUMMER 1978

The big news this summer for Santana fans is the upcoming concert
at the Oakland Coliseum on July 26. Carlos and his band will be
playing with Jamaican Reggae man Peter Tosh, up and céming star

ddie Money, and the English rock band known as the Rolling Stones.
The concert was a heavily guarded secret until the morning of July 11,
when it was announced on the bay area rock stations. In a pre-recorded
message, promoter Bill Graham announced the show, "A Very Special Day
on the Green," and said, "YTickets go on sale_at the sound of the
tumbling dice." This was followed by the sound of tumbling dice and
the stampede followed. By the end of the day, all 55,000 tickets had
been sold! That was one roll where a lot of people are coming up
-“*nners. And we certainly hope that if you're in the area you got
a ticket or two. If you didn't you will probably get another chance
in the Fall, when Santana will tour America briefly before& leaving

fOr Europe , **kkkhkkhhkhkhkhkkkk kK kKKK KKK KKK AR KA KKK KKK KRR KRR AR KRR AR KA AK A KKk Kk
You'll be happy to know that Carlos and the band are hard at work

down in Los Angeles, recording there next album, Egquator.
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Equator will be very much a rock album, as only Santana can rock,
continuing the exploration in the vein that opened up when

the band recorded the Zombies classic, '"She's Not Tpere," the
first hit single Santana has had in a while. The band is planning
to record an as yet un-named Buddy Holly song for the album.
The album will contain all new Santana material, all studio
recorded, with no "live" material. Equator is scheduled for

release in the Fall, so it'll sort of make up having to go back
to school, or work, or whatever. i
Also scheduled for Fall release is Carlos's first solo album,

titled Oneness . We can't say much about it now, except that it's

almost complete and features Carlos at his guitar-playing best!

Together, both albums should keep your ears busy for a long,

long time!

Carlos's current line-up in the band also includes lead singer

Greg Walker, drummer Graham Lear, bongo and congo man Raul Rekow,
veteran percussionist Armendo Peraza, timbales player Pete Escovedo,
Bassist David Margen, and the latest additions to the band,

rhythm guitar and keyboard man Chris Solberg, formerly of
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Eddie Money, and lead keyboardist Chris Rhyne, who joined the band
after a stint with Gino Vannelli. As you all know it is the diverse
styles and background of these great musicians which provide the

» foundations on which the fantastic Santana sound is built.
As we mentioned earlier Santana will be touring America in the fall,
to follow with a major European tour. They have sold over five
million records there, a great achievment by any standards, and the
fans over there can't wait to welcome Carlos and the band back.
We'll have more tour news in the next letter. Hope you'll have a

chance to see them, of course. x

We are all painfully aware that Carlos is not like his contemporaries

in the rock scene, in that he doesh't scramble to get his name in

print as much as possible.

Several years ago, he quit doing interviews altogether for his own
peace of mind (some of these rock journalists could drive you crazy).
Anyway, last April, Carlos's second interview in over two years
appeared in a small Canadian magazine called Sound. Although Sound
is availiable in the U.S., it's hard to find, so we thought you

might like to read a few excerpts: from it. The interview took place
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in Toronto, just before a concert there.
An articulate speaker, Carlos spoke about his personal philosphy,

his feelings about artists and their function in the world, his

concept of "oneness" an idea his music, with its many -influences,
Y

expresses so well. However, it was his remarks about music,
especially the fusion of jazz and rock music and its evolution from
the sixties to the present, which proved most enlightening: Carlos
is certainly the man to speak on the subject: it is he and a
handful of other musicians who have been responsible for the growth
and development of modern day jazz/rock music. He credits the
Beatles and Cream as being most responsible for the emergence of
new sounds. He said "....Cream affected all the blues and rock

and roll players into getting into jazz, while the Beatles
influenced many jazz players getting into rock..... it's not so-
much that musicians were bending themselves so much as they were
opening their hearts to more opportunities and feelings."

Asked about the overall fusion of rock and jazz, Carlos said.....
"I think it's really good because overall we're both gaining
something. Rock and Roll is gaining knowledge, inspiration
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blues.....while the jazz acts are discovering the difference
between playing for two hundred people against fifteen thousand

‘ _people. You have to project more it's a very héalthy thing.

™ On Jimi Hendrix, Carlos remarked, "I think the best music I heard
from Jimi was when he was still in England (1966-68)...I feel
that when Jimi moved to New York éity, he got caught up in the
confusion and competition with Miles Davis and other musicians.
When he was in England, he was supremely ayare of who he was, why he
was, and how he was supposed to do it and the directions to take.

Carlos talked further about black artists, and said, "I've always

been up for Dionne Warwick and Johnny Mathis because they're black.

“—And Nat King Cole too.....but they didn't sound black; they sounded

universal."

On his musical influences, he said "B.B. King, Michael Bloomfield
and Freddie King to a certain extent....then after a while of listen-
ing to the Beatles, I moved to Gabor Szabo, Wes Montgomery, Kenny
Burrell; people like that." As much as Carlos enjoyed this inter-

view, he still feels that music is the greatest medium for
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communication of all. An artist or a painter can touch your heart
or your eye.....but a musician through sounds can touch every
single part of your body at once, every single cell."

Which is precisely what he does best!
\'_J'-k********************************************************************

That's about it for this letter. We'll be writing you again in

three months with news on the new album and the upcoming tours,

so until then, take care, take it easy, and take your vitamins!

One last thing: if you have any questions about the band or

-

anything, write us! We need to know what you want to know to make

this a better newsletter.

It's all for you after all!

FAR@U ECRETARY
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